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EHOTO A SR ERA HON
This space-age-looking contraption at Big Carlos
Pass can lool lightening, transmit radio signals, and
measure raintall, humidity, temperature and baro-
métric pressure,

New equipment to aid rescue agenc1es

» Water quality and
weather measurement
devices will keep
emergency management
agencies one step ahead,

By VIVIAN McMAHON
Observer Siaff Writer

Science is descending on

Sonthwest Florida watcrs in a big -

way this wesk with new weather and
water qualily-sensing cquipment
being installed at Big Carfos Pass and
at Redfish Pass. The new ‘equipment
will give Ler County emergency
management agencies a heads up
when possibly danzerous conditions
LRisL
C ]1fF Merz, Fﬂund.Lr of the pro-

gram, 15 an engineer and ressarchir
with the University of South Flonda
College of Marine Scicnces. Merz
has spent the last week installing,
wiring and grounding highly sensi-

tive monitors which will gange wind
speed, water temperature, rainfall,
barpmelric pressure, salinity levels

and Wwater levels. The data “will be
‘conveyed to a satellite and will then

be downloaded to the Weh site of the
Coastal Ocean Monitoring and
Prediction Swsiem ar
www.comps.manne.nsfiedu, where
the public can access real-ime Guif
and Bay conditions,

Merz estimated that data will he
available on the Web site in about

two weeks, after installation and pre-

liminary festing of the systama 15
complete. Once that is accomplished,

‘Merz will bagin the installation of the

Redfish Pass equipment.

The COMPS site also has data
links to other research by both gov-
ernmental and privite agencies,
incloding data from radar, 178
Ge&‘l:}'gica-[ Survey.. as well as
updates on red tde.

The Biz Carlos site; near the

See COMPS, Page 4A
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PHOTE BY WIMIAR MCAHON
Engineer CHiff Merz spent last
week installing monitoring equip-
ment at Big Carlos Pass.




COMPS

bridge tender’s ollfice on the Big Carlos
Pass bridge was originally erected by the
Florida Department of Eavironmental
Protection aboul 10 years ago. The DEP
has since removed its egquipment and aban-
doned the site.

The university has similar equipment
from Tallzhassee to the Florida Keys, Data
to the local sites is updated on an hourly
basis, while emergency management (eams
oet updates every six minues.

In collaboration with numerous faderal,
state-and local agencies, the COMPS pro-
aram’s offshore buoys and onshore towers
will measure water and meteorological con-
ditions in an elfort (o predicl stamm’ Surges
and other conditions which would be of
CONGER 10 SMETSSACY Services,

The Big Carlos installation is the 12th
by USF onshore, and is 4 seif-contained
dafa collection uair, using only solar-pow-

from Page 1B

erad rechargzable batleries for energy..

The COMPS program, according to
Merz, is also creating a mode] of many fac-
tors in the Gull of Mexico such as coastal
acean dynamics, beach crosion and the
movement of sediment. The data also can
he nsed for environmental protection and
el tide resicarch A

Merz said that while the data collection
is localized to the Florida coast of the Gulf

. of Mexico, ideally and ultimately thers

should be a link established fo watler sen-
sors worldwide:

He said that he has also been spending
tims giving prescniations aboul the USE
programs on marine résearch 1o groups
around Florida.

For anyane interested in confacting
Mers about @ presentation, please e-muil
him at the Umiversity of Soath Florida at
cmerz@manne:ast.edu.



