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Beach antenna part of coastal monitoring system

Q: While at Lowdermilk Park, we noticed something that
looks like a large antenna stuck in the sand near one of
the chickee huts. What is this used for?

Jay Miller, Naples

A: The antenna is part of a West Florida Shelf observing
station for the Coastal Ocean Monitoring and Prediction
System.

"That is a University of South Florida project where they
are reading offshore currents," said Mike Bauer, natural
resource manager for the city of Naples.

Lowdermilk Park actually has two antennas, one at its
north end and one at the south end, said Cliff Merz,
COMPS program director.

"One is a transmitter and one is a receiver," Merz said.

He explained that the antennas, installed in 2005,
measure the top surface of the water, and data is
compared with information from an offshore buoy.

The USF system provides real-time data needed for a
variety of management issues, including more accurate
predictions of coastal flooding by storm surge, safety and
efficiency of marine navigation, search and rescue efforts,
fisheries management and basic research programs,
according to the system’s Web site,

http://comps.marine. usf.edu.

Goto the COMPS site for live data, provided from
information collected 24/7.
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